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EPIPHANYðThe Season of Light 
 January 8: ñYou are My BelovedðThe Baptism of Jesusò  

  - Rev. Sara preaching 

 January 15: ñHonoring and Remembering Dr. Martin Luther King,  Jr.ò                                   

  - Rev. Sara preaching 

 January 22: ñFollow Meò  - Rev. Sara preaching 

 January 29: ñRaise Meò  - Rev. Sara preaching 

 February 5: Fabulous Youth Sunday with Holy Communion    

  (Family Sunday) 

 February 12: ñHeal Meò - Rev. Sara preaching 

 February 19: ñSee Meò- Ms. Eleanor preaching on The Transfiguration of Christ 

 

LENTðThe Season of Introspection 

ñOIL FOR YOUR LAMP - Taking Care of Our (W)holy Selvesò 
 

 Wednesday, February 22: Ash Wednesday 

    6:00 pm  Simple Soup Supper   7:00 pm Service of Ashes 

 

 February 26: First Sunday in Lent - Rev. Sara preaching  ñOil for Your Lampò 

 

 March 4: Second Sunday in Lent - Rev. Sara preaching ñHeartò 

    with Holy Communion 

 

 March 11: Third Sunday in Lent  - Rev. Sara preaching ñMindò  

 

 March 18: Fourth Sunday in Lent  - Rev. Sara preaching ñSoulò 

 

 March 25: Fifth Sunday in Lent - Ms. Eleanor preaching ñBodyò 

 

 

Come grow, learn, reflect, and be inspired  

as we worship together each Sunday at 10:00 am  

in our Sanctuary.  



February 2012  

February 3 -12th  The Laramie Project ð With Performances by Rev. Sara Smith ð Bridgeport Cabaret Theater  

February 3 ð Friday  Youth Sunday Practice ñJunior and Senior High Youth Groups ð 5:00 ð6:45 pm  
Trip to see the Laramie Project at Bridgeport Cabaret Theater - 6:45pm ð10:00 pm  

February 5 ð Sunday  
Worship Service ð  YOUTH SUNDAY - òWhat Made Me Who I Am? Express 

Yourself!ó - Sanctuary10:00 ð 11:15 am              

Family Sunday  
Holy Communion Sunday  

February   6 ð Monday  Cancer Survivor Group for Women 6:30 pm ñGuild room  

February 8 ð Wednesday  Norma F. Pfriem Urban Outreach Initiatives Inc. Volunteer Training Sessions  
Pilgrim Hall - 1:30 -2:30 pm  and  7:00 ð8:00 pm  

February   9 ð Thursday  Staff Meeting 9:30 am ð 11:30 am  
Deacons Meeting 6:00 pm -7:30 pm ñNutting Room  
Trustees Meeting 7:30 ñ9:00 pmñNutting Room  

February  12 -  Sunday  
Worship Service ð   Epiphany - òHeal Meó Sanctuary 10:00 ð 11:15 am ð          

Rev. Sara preaching  

Christian Education classes ð K-8th grade  

February 13 ð Monday    Church women United Meeting ð 10:00 am ð12:00 pm - Nutting Room  
Cancer Survivor Group for Women 6:30 pm -8:30 pm - Guild room  

February 14 ð Tuesday  Newsletter Articles Due  
Hunger Outreach Network Meeting ð 1:00ð 3:00ð Pilgrim Hall  

February  16 - Thursday  Staff Meeting 9:30 am ð 11:30 am  
FTW Committee Meeting ð Pilgrim Hall - 7:30ð 8:00 pm  

February 19 ñSunday  Worship Service ð  Epiphany - òSee Meó  Sanctuary 10:00 ð 11:15 am -            

Eleanor McCormick Preaching  

Special Hospitality Hour Celebrating the Marriage of Eleanor McCormick and Stefan Schuetz - 
Following Worship in Pilgrim Hall  
SPFñMeeting - 1:00 - 3:00 -  Youth room   

February 21 ð Tuesday  Executive Board Meeting 7:00 ð9:00 pm  

February 22 ð Wednesday  
 

Ash Wednesday  

Simple Supper 6:00 pm  in the Nutting room  
Service of Ashes at 7:00 pm in Howland Chapel  

February 23 ð Thursday  Staff Meeting 9:30 am ð 11:30 am  

February 24 ð Friday  òDottieõs Closetó Womenõs Wine and Cheese - On the third floor of the church 7:00 ð9:00 pm  

February 26 ð Sunday  Worship Service ð First Sunday in Lent ñ óOil for Your Lampó Sanctuary  

10:00 ð 11:15 am ñ Rev. Sara Preaching   

Christian Education Classes ð K-8th grade  
Norma F. Pfriem Urban Outreach Initiatives Inc. Volunteer Training Sessions  
Pilgrim Hall - 12:00 -1:00 pm   
JPFñMeeting - 1:00 - 3:00 -  Youth room   

February 27 -  Monday  Cancer Survivor Group for Women 6:30 pm -8:00 pm - Guild room  

February  28 ð Tuesday  NPUOI Board Meeting 7:00 ð9:00 pm  

February  ñ  
         Daily / Weekly                         

Programs  

Project Learn ð MondayñFriday 3:00 pm ñ5:30 pm  
        No program on 2/8 & 2/20 -2/24  
Food Pantry & Clothing Closet ð Wednesday -5-7:00pm  in Pilgrim Hall  
Feel the Warmth ð Thursday ð 4:30ñ7:30 pm  
NPCCð Wednesday ñ4:30 -6:00ð Choir room    No Choir on 2/22  
NPCC High School Group ð Wednesday ñ6:15 -7:00 pmñChoir Room  No Choir on 2/22  
Chancel Choir ð Wednesday -7:30 ð9:30 pmñChoir Room  
AAð Wednesday 6:30 -8:30 pm in Nutting Room  
NAð Wednesday ð 11:30 -1:30 pm in the Nutting Room  
EAð First and Third Tuesday of the month ð 3:30 -5:30ð Guild Room  
Staff Meeting ñThursday ð 9:30 ð11:30 amñNutting Room  



March   2012 

March   1ð Thursday  Staff Meeting 9:30 am ð 11:30 am  

March 2 ð Friday  Council of Churches Fundraiser ð Bridgeport Cabaret Theater, Bridgeport, CT  
Elton John and Billy Joel Tribute  

March 4 ð Sunday  Worship Service ð  Second Sunday in Lent - òHeartó - Rev. Sara Preaching 

Holy Communion Sunday  

Christian Education classes ð K-8th grade  
SPFð Youth Group Meeting 12 -3 pm - Event TBD  

March 5 ð Monday  Cancer Survivor Group for Women 6:30 pm ñGuild room  

March  8ð Thursday  Staff Meeting 9:30 am ð 11:30 am  
Deacons Meeting 6:00 pm -7:30 pm ñNutting Room  
Trustees Meeting 7:30 ñ9:00 pmñNutting Room  

March 11 ð Sunday  Worship Service ð  Third Sunday in Lent - òMindó - Sanctuary 10:00 ð 11:15 am 

-Rev. Sara Preaching  

Christian Education classes ð K-8th grade  
Youth Groups Mission Day ð 12:00 ð3:00 pmñEvent TBD  

March 12 ð Monday  Church Women United ð 10:00 amñNutting Room  
Cancer Survivor Group for Women 6:30 pm ñGuild room  

March 13 ð Tuesday  Council of Churches Hunger Outreach Meeting ð Pilgrim Hall 1 -3:00 pm  
 

March 15 ð Thursday  Staff Meeting 9:30 am ð 11:30 am  
FTW Committee Meeting ð Pilgrim Hall - 7:30ð 8:00 pm  

March 16 -  Friday  NPCCð Cabaret Night ð 6:00pm in Pilgrim Hall  

March 18 - ð Sunday  Worship Service ð Fourth Sunday in Lent - òSouló Sanctuary 10:00ð 11:15 am 

ðRev. Sara Preaching  

Christian Education Classes ð Grades K -8th - Senior High òHot Topicsó  
JPFð Youth Group 12 -3:00 pmñTBD  

March 20 ð Tuesday  Executive Board Meeting 7:00 ð9:00 pm  

March 23 ð Friday  Wine and Cheese Gathering ð 7:00 pm ð9:00 pmñLynn Hudlerõs House 

March 25 ð Sunday  Worship Service ð  Fifth Sunday in Lent - òBodyó Sanctuary 10:00ð 11:15 am -

- Eleanor McCormick Preaching  

Family Sunday  

NPCC- Performance at Wesley Heights Nursing Home at 2:30  

March  26 ð Monday  Cancer Survivor Group for Women 6:30 ð8:30 pmñGuild Room  

March 27 ð Tuesday  NPUOI Board Meeting ð Nutting Room 7:00 pm  

Marchñ  
      Daily / Weekly Programs  

Project Learn ð MondayñFriday 3:00 pm ñ5:30 pm  
Food Pantry & Clothing Closet ð Wednesday -5-7:00 pm  in Pilgrim Hall  
Feel the Warmth ð Thursday ð 4:30ñ7:30 pm  
NPCCð Wednesday ñ4:30 -6:00ð Choir room  
NPCC High School Group ð Wednesday ñ6:15 -7:00 pmñChoir Room  
Chancel Choir ð Wednesday -7:30 ð9:30 pmñChoir Room  
AAð Wednesday 6:30 -8:30 pm in Nutting Room  
NAð Wednesday ð 11:30 -1:30 pm in the Nutting Room  
EAð First and Third Tuesday of the month ð 3:30 -5:30ð Guild Room  
Staff Meeting ð Thursday 9:30 am ð11:30 am  



And remember, sheõs a BIG University of Kentucky fan!!!! 

Rev. Sara is hosting  

 

òSWEET 16 -  Hoop Hangout with the Rev.ó  

for all the men in the church.    

PIZZA, WINGS, ETC.  
 

Location and date to be announced as the basketball season unfolds  

(sometime in March)  

 

If you would like to host (i.e if you have a big screen TV and lots of couches),  

please contact Rev. Sara at RevSara.Smith@UCCBridgeport.org.  

Holy Humor  

A father was approached by his 
small son who told him proudly, 
"I know what the  Bible means!" 
His father smiled and replied, 
"What do you mean, you 'know' 
what the Bible means? 

The son replied, "I do know!" 
"Okay," said his father. "What 
does the Bible mean?" 
"That's easy, Daddy..." the 
young boy replied excitedly,             

ñIt stands for 
 Basic Information Before Leav-

ing Earth.ò 

The minister was preoccupied with 
thoughts of how he was going to ask the 
congregation to come up with more    
money than they were expecting for    

repairs to the church building. Therefore, 
he was annoyed to find that the regular 
organist was sick and a substitute had 
been brought in at the last minute. The 
substitute wanted to know what to play. 
"Here's a copy of the service," he said 
impatiently. "But, you'll have to think of 
something to play after I make the an-
nouncement about the finances." 

During the service, the minister paused 
and said, "Brothers and Sisters, we are in 
great difficulty; the roof repairs cost twice 
as much as we expected and we need 
$4,000 more. Any of you who can pledge 
$100 or more, please stand up." 

At that moment, the substitute organist 
played "The Star Spangled Banner." 
And that is how the substitute became 

the regular organist! 

A minister parked his car in a                
no-parking zone in a large city              
because he was short of time and 
couldn't find a space with a meter. 
Then he put a note under the               

windshield wiper that read: "I have 
circled the block 10 times. If I don't 
park here, I'll miss my appointment.       
Forgive us our trespasses." 

When he returned, he found a citation 
from a police officer along with this 
note "I've circled this block for 10 
years. If I don't give you a ticket I'll 
lose my job. Lead us not into                   

temptation." 

"Somebody has said there are 
only two kinds of people in the 
world. There are those who 
wake up in the morning and 
say, "Good morning, Lord," and 
there are those who wake up in 
the morning and say, "Good 

Lord, it's morning."  

There is the story of a pastor who got 
up one Sunday and announced to his 
congregation: "I have good news and 
bad news. The good news is, we 
have enough money to pay for our 
new gym - fellowship hall building 
program. The bad news is, it's still out 

there in your pockets."  

While driving in Pennsylvania , a fam-
ily caught up to an Amish carriage. 
The owner of the carriage obviously 
had a sense of humor, because at-
tached to the back of the carriage 
was a hand printed sign... "Energy 
efficient vehicle: Runs on oats and 
grass. Caution: Do not step in ex-

haust."  



Key Votes from Our Annual Meeting                                         

January 22, 2012 
 
 Budget: The 2012 budget of $485,533 was approved. It will require an approximate monthly             
withdrawal of $17,000 from our endowment (mix of interest and principal). 
 
 Pilot Structure: The restructuring proposal (as described in the Annual Meeting Report and previous 
email and print communications) was approved for a one-year trial period, during which time the church will 
continue its work to establish a structure and by-laws for our long-term governance. A key feature of this  
structure is the creation of an Executive Board comprised on the Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Treasurer,      
Financial Secretary, Chair of Deacons, Chair of Trustees, and past Moderators. At this time, past Moderators 
include Bill Daly, Bob Moffat, George Carter, and Mary Ann Masarech. 
 
 Officers, Boards, Committees, and Delegates: The following church members will serve our church 
in 2012. Please join us in thanking them for their commitment when you see them. 

 
Officers: Mary Jane Athenson, Moderator; Jessica Layman, Vice-Moderator, Marie Hall, Clerk; Kristin 
Watson and Pat Oberchay, Co-Treasurers; Lynn Hudler, Financial Secretary 

Board of Deacons: Robert Moffat, Jack Petrusaitis, Kim Martinez, Maya Motavalli, Shirley Neighbors, 
Lynn Traussi, Sade English, Holly Kruzshak, David Collins, Xavier Blyden, Doris Daly, Kelly Barrett, 
Anne Spelman 

Board of Trustees: Frankie Colon, John Simses, William Neighbors, Liz Dunn, Paul Ibsen, Brooks      
Barrett, William (Bill) Seeley, Jr., Frank Falanga, Tom Layman, Web Walker, Jr., George Carter 

Usher Committee: William (Bill) Neighbors,  B. Joyce Layman,  Howard Kelly Sr., Kim Smith (Greeter),       
Haley Hudler  (Greeter), Josephine Kelly  

Delegates to the Connecticut Conference of the United Church of Christ: Jeanne Middlemass, Holly 
Kruzshak 

Delegate to the Fairfield East Association of the Connecticut Conference of the United Church of 
Christ: Holly Kruzshak 

Delegates to The Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport, Inc.:  Eric Gramse, Rev. Sara D. Smith, 
Esq. 

Historian: Mary Ellen Challenger, Shirley Neighbors  (Assistant) 
  
If you missed our Annual Meeting and would like a copy of the report that was distributed, please contact 

Pascale Millien-Faustin. 


